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Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday Sept 06, 2026, 10:30 AM 

At Smiths Marketplace,1370 W 200 N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn right, take the up 
staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn right on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides 
passing the lockers to the conference room entrance on the right. Contact: Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson, 
858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

All links from Invitations. (377 Members) 

Our purposes: when leaving Mormonism, 
people often find that they no longer have 
community or support. Our goal is to provide 
support for each other and to build 
community. So, whether you are a member, or 
left the church recently, or have been out for 
years, or were never Mormon but are looking 
for community, come and socialize with us 
and share your story. 

We assist anyone wishing to resign their Church 

membership or post their own Exit Statement. Recommend www.wasmormon.org. 

Duty of Candor  The Church is not entitled to decide what the individual gets to know. 
Temple-Temptations  Web Site: Life Belongs to the One Who Lives It. 
“The Grand Deception”  Art Carpenter’s comparison of the New Testament KJV to LDS doctrines.  
Full Exit Statement of Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson 

2026-09-06 Invitation:    How Narcissists & Psychopaths Actually Think - Dr. Peter Salerno 
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2026-05-03 Invitation: Joseph Smith: Narcissistic, Authoritarian, with 
Charismatic Dominance 
Smith’s conduct—his self-exemption from moral rules, the habitual lying, the authoritarian 
machinery built around his person, his exploitation of others’ trust, and his remarkable 
ability to recast personal desire as divine mandate—reveals not the humility of a prophet, 
but the grandiosity of a man who assumed himself the axis of the cosmos. When the story 
of one’s own greatness becomes indistinguishable from the story of God Himself, we are 
no longer dealing with spirituality; we are dealing with narcissistic architecture on a heroic 
scale. 

mailto:francisnh12@gmail.com
https://www.fnhenderson.us/DavisCountyExMormonDiscussions/AllLinksContainedInDavisCountyEx-MormonInvitations.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.wasmormon.org&source=gmail-imap&ust=1745737723000000&usg=AOvVaw2yWQzQ8RTbYs0aJ59PWSXt
https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/DutyOfCandor.pdf
https://www.temple-temptations.com/
https://www.fnhenderson.us/DCExMoStatements/TheGrandDeception.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/FullExitStatement.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/DavisCountyExMormonDiscussions/2026-09-06-Invitation.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/DrPeterSalernoInterview-NPD.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/DavisCountyExMormonDiscussions/2026-05-03-Invitation.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/DavisCountyExMormonDiscussions/2026-05-03-Invitation.pdf
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A New Caution About Diagnosing Joseph Smith’s Narcissism 
For historical figures like Joseph Smith, direct clinical examination is impossible. The more defensible historical 

method is therefore to identify well-documented behavior first, then ask whether recurring patterns correspond 

to characteristics associated with narcissism. 

For Joseph Smith, several parts of Salerno's1 framework immediately stand out to me as more important than 

others. For example, his testing loyalty; assuming superiority; resistance interpreted as insubordination; 

relationships evaluated by utility; attraction followed by devaluation of capable associates; proactive 

"offense mechanisms"; manipulation through incremental boundary testing; image management after 

exposure; and retaliation or discard when another person becomes uncontrollable. Those categories give us 

a remarkably good structure for examining Smith without merely calling him a "narcissist." 

The next step is more rigorous: building a two-column Joseph Smith evidence matrix. On the left, one Salerno-

described behavior; on the right, specific documented Smith episodes—for example, William Law, Oliver 

Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, Orson Pratt/Sarah Pratt, Nancy Rigdon, the Partridge sisters, the Lawrence estate, 

dissenters, the Nauvoo Expositor, and Smith's expanding claims to religious and civic power. We can then discard 

weak parallels and retain only those for which the historical evidence is strong. That matrix becomes the 

evidentiary foundation for both the shorter Meetup presentation and the more carefully qualified Exit Statement 

content. 

What I think the matrix reveals 

The most important evidence is not Smith's boasting, military uniform, presidential candidacy or even the 

number of his wives. Those things are visually dramatic, but they are secondary. 

The most powerful evidence is relational. 

Again and again we find Joseph Smith in a relationship of trust in which the other person possesses something 

Smith wants: a girl's religious loyalty, a wife's acceptance, another man's daughter, another man's wife, a 

follower's money, an associate's obedience, a critic's silence, or a community's political loyalty. The moral test is 

what happens when the other person possesses an independent interest conflicting with Smith's. 

That is where the pattern becomes disturbing. 

Lucy Walker does not initially want the marriage. Emma does not want plural marriage. Nancy Rigdon does not 

accept Smith's proposal. William Law will no longer accept Smith's conduct. Oliver Cowdery will not call what 

he understands happened with Fanny Alger morally acceptable. The Nauvoo Expositor will not remain silent. 

Resistance repeatedly becomes the problem. 

That is a more powerful formulation than merely saying “Smith had a narcissistic Personality.” 

Salerno gives you the psychological language for it: the narcissistic personality does not fully encounter the 

other person as an equal center of moral sovereignty. The other person's independence becomes an 

obstacle to be overcome, negotiated around, spiritually reframed, devalued, expelled, or—at the 

extreme—silenced. 

 
1 Video: Narcissism, Psychopathy, and the Psychology of Exploitation, A Thematic Adaptation of an Interview with Dr. 

Peter Salerno, How Narcissists & Psychopaths Actually Think - Dr. Peter Salerno ⌂ (54:41), Reorganized from 

Transcription https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/DrPeterSalernoInterview-NPD.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3uVBBlF8zk
https://www.fnhenderson.us/video/How%20Narcissists%20%26%20Psychopaths%20Actually%20Think%20-%20Dr.%20Peter%20Salerno.mp4
https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/DrPeterSalernoInterview-NPD.pdf
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And that fits with the central ethical argument already established at the beginning of my Exit Statement: when 

obedience is elevated above conscience, one’s moral authority to choose is transferred from the individual to the 

institution.  

The connection now discovered 
There is a deeper bridge here between the (Exit Statement’s) sexual-history section, the Narcissistic 

Personality section, and the Temple Temptation argument. Previously they could be read as three different 

criticisms: Joseph abused women → Joseph had narcissistic characteristics → Mormon temple covenants 

are authoritarian. I now think there is evidence for a single continuous argument: 

Joseph Smith learned personally that religious authority could overcome another person's 

resistance. He repeatedly represented submission to himself as submission to God. He then created 

a religious system in which Obedience, Sacrifice, Secrecy, Chastity, and Consecration transformed 

that interpersonal relationship of dominance and submission into sacred covenant. The man died; 

the mechanism survived. 

I am not asserting an experimentally proven psychological causation. But an interpreted historical thesis. It 

pulls together an enormous amount of otherwise disconnected evidence. 

My own section on the Temple Endowment2 already supplies the mechanism. It says that Obedience establishes 

the initial claim of superior authority; Sacrifice extends that claim to interests and property; the Gospel extends 

it into judgment and belief; Chastity into intimate life; and Consecration toward one's time, talents and 

resources.  

That progression is strikingly similar to Salerno's description of manipulation by progressive boundary 

testing. The connection might therefore be stated very simply: 

First Smith tested how much people would surrender to him. Then Mormonism made surrender 

sacred in the Temple. 

There is one further moral test that distinguishes between God and a self-deceived prophet. Smith could have 

believed increasingly in his own privileged access to God while simultaneously becoming progressively 

less capable of distinguishing God's interests from Joseph Smith's interests. 

That is psychologically much more interesting than simple fraud. Once “what I intensely want” becomes “what 

God requires,” self-deception can coexist with exploitation. The ethical test then becomes decisive without 

requiring us to read Smith's mind: 

Whatever Joseph Smith believed about the source of his revelations, a loving and just God cannot 

be made the author of Joseph Smith's self-serving injury to other people. When a claimed 

revelation enlarges the prophet's power while diminishing another person's freedom, dignity, 

marriage, property, conscience, or wellbeing, the moral burden rests upon the prophet—not upon 

the person who refuses him. 

That is the bridge between a Narcissistic Personality, Smith's abuse of women, Smith's conflicts with strong 

independent associates, his conflicts with law, the Expositor, and ultimately the Temple Law of 

Obedience. 

 
2 Temple Temptations pdf.    Web Site 

https://www.fnhenderson.us/FullExitStatement.pdf
https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/Temple-Temptation-Homepage-2026-08-17-NH.pdf
https://www.temple-temptations.com/
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It also produces what is the clearest summary of the whole Smith argument: 

The recurring question in Joseph Smith's life was not simply whether people believed him. It was 

whether they would submit when his claimed revelation collided with their own interests, 

judgment, relationships, property, or conscience. Those who submitted were faithful. Those who 

resisted increasingly became obstacles, apostates, enemies, or threats. Smith transformed that 

personal demand for submission into a religious virtue called Obedience. The Temple ensured that 

the principle could survive the man. 

If one has ever wondered why “The Nature of God” is so important to Theologians: your answer is found in the 

examples from his life. This ethical conflict is as active in our time as it was in Smith’s day as LDS leaders 

claim that same power. 

 

Joseph Smith Behavioral Matrix: From Personal Domination to Institutionalized Obedience 

Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

1. Other people 
evaluated for 
utility rather than 
equality 

Smith entered secret 
relationships with more 
than thirty women. The 
Church itself now 
acknowledges over thirty 
sealings, including 
teenagers and women 
already married to other 
men. Your Exit 
Statement emphasizes a 
striking subgroup who 
lived in or closely around 
Smith's household: 
Fanny Alger, Emily and 
Eliza Partridge, Lucy 
Walker, Maria and Sarah 
Lawrence and others.  

Their religious 
loyalty, family 
relationships, 
reputations, 
marriages and 
futures became 
subordinate to 
Smith's claimed 
revelation. 

Instrumental exploitation. 
The person is approached 
partly in terms of what she 
can supply—sexual 
relationship, attachment, 
loyalty, dynastic connection, 
validation or submission. 

Very strong 
pattern, although 
evidence differs by 
individual woman. 

2. Testing 
compliance and 
expanding 
boundaries 

Lucy Walker's later 
account describes Smith 
telling the orphaned 
teenager under his 
household authority that 
God had commanded 
the marriage, giving her a 
limited time to decide 
and tying rejection to 

A dependent 
adolescent had 
to distinguish her 
own reluctance 
from what the 
man she 
accepted as 
God's prophet 

This corresponds 
extraordinarily closely to 
Salerno's description of 
testing another person's 
compliance and 
discovering how far 
authority can penetrate 
personal boundaries. 

Very strong, while 
remembering 
Walker's account is 
retrospective. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

eternal consequences. 
Your Statement 
reproduces her account.  

told her God 
required. 

3. Domination 
disguised as 
divine necessity 

Rather than merely 
saying I want this, Smith 
repeatedly framed plural 
marriage as something 
God required. The 
Church's own essay 
acknowledges that 
Smith told associates an 
angel threatened him 
with destruction if he did 
not proceed.  

Human 
preference 
becomes 
extraordinarily 
difficult to refuse 
when 
represented as 
God's command 
by the person 
claiming 
exclusive 
revelatory 
access. 

This is perhaps the central 
Smith pattern: personal 
desire becomes divine 
mandate. It removes 
ordinary negotiation 
between equals. 

Extremely strong 
as a behavioral 
observation; 
motives remain 
inferential. 

4. Betrayal of 
intimate trust: 
Emma 

Smith practiced plural 
marriage confidentially, 
and even the Church 
acknowledges Emma 
probably did not know of 
all his sealings. The 
same essay calls her 
experience an 
“excruciating ordeal.” 
Your Statement gives 
special attention to the 
Partridge sisters and the 
ceremony performed 
after Emma temporarily 
consented, although 
Smith had already been 
sealed to them.  

Emma's ability to 
make informed 
decisions about 
her own marriage 
was impaired 
because material 
information 
about her 
husband's 
relationships 
was withheld 
from her. 

Lack of reciprocal regard 
plus image management. 
His objective and religious 
program took precedence 
over Emma's informed 
autonomy. 

Extremely strong 
on secrecy and 
Emma's incomplete 
knowledge; use 
caution about 
reconstructing 
Smith's subjective 
emotional state. 

5. Retaliatory 
religious 
pressure upon 
Emma 

D&C 132 contains 
severe warnings directed 
at Emma and makes 
acceptance of the 
plural-marriage system a 
matter of obedience to 
divine law. Your 

Emma's marital 
disagreement is 
transformed into 
resistance 
against God. 

Salerno's “resistance 
becomes insubordination” 
is a particularly useful 
interpretive category here. 
Smith's spouse is no longer 
merely disagreeing with her 

Very strong textual 
evidence; 
theological 
interpretation 
remains yours. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

Statement focuses 
particularly on the threat 
that she would be 
“destroyed.”  

husband; revelation makes 
her the disobedient party. 

6. Exploiting pre-
existing trust 
between male 
associates and 
their families 

Smith's plural-marriage 
network reached into 
families of close 
associates. Your 
Statement discusses the 
crises involving Orson 
Pratt/Sarah Pratt, Orson 
Hyde/Marinda Hyde, 
Sidney Rigdon's 
daughter Nancy, and 
William and Jane Law.  

The men faced a 
conflict Smith 
himself created: 
loyalty to wife or 
daughter versus 
loyalty to prophet 
and church. 

This may be more 
psychologically revealing 
than the mere number of 
wives. The expected loyalty 
of associates appears 
asymmetric: they owed 
Smith loyalty; Smith did not 
appear to recognize an 
equivalent boundary 
protecting their intimate 
relationships. 

Strong overall 
pattern, but several 
individual 
propositions—
especially Sarah 
Pratt and Jane 
Law—are 
historically 
contested and 
should be marked 
as allegations. 

7. Nancy Rigdon: 
attempted moral 
reframing of 
sexual access 

Your Statement analyzes 
the “Happiness Letter” 
in connection with 
nineteen-year-old Nancy 
Rigdon. The important 
feature is not merely a 
proposed relationship, 
but the reasoning by 
which extraordinary 
conduct could become 
virtuous when 
circumstances allegedly 
made it so. 

Nancy had to 
judge whether 
resistance to 
Smith meant 
resisting a higher 
moral principle 
articulated by the 
prophet himself. 

This is an excellent example 
of an offense mechanism 
rather than a mere defense: 
create a theological 
rationale in advance that 
legitimizes conduct serving 
the leader's objective. 

Strong, though 
provenance and 
precise context of 
the Happiness 
Letter should 
continue to be 
footnoted carefully. 

8. Young 
dependents 
placed inside 
Smith's sphere of 
authority 

Your draft identifies the 
recurring pattern of 
young women living in 
Smith's home or 
otherwise placed under 
his guardianship or 
dependency before 
marriage proposals or 
sealings.  

Age, economic 
dependency, 
bereavement, 
religious 
hierarchy and 
household 
authority were 
sometimes 
layered together. 

This goes beyond “having 
many wives.” It 
demonstrates structural 
asymmetry of power. 
Salerno's utility/control 
framework fits particularly 
well here. 

Very strong as a 
structural 
observation. 

9. Lawrence 
sisters: 

Smith became legal 
guardian of Maria and 

The young 
women's 

Entitlement plus 
exploitation of role 

Strong for the 
conflict of interest; 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

overlapping 
sexual, spiritual, 
fiduciary power 

Sarah Lawrence and 
later was sealed to both. 
Your Statement correctly 
identifies the 
extraordinary conflict 
created by 
simultaneously being 
guardian and husband 
while their inheritance 
was implicated. William 
Law objected.  

personal, 
religious and 
financial 
interests became 
concentrated 
under a single 
powerful man. 

conflict. Even without 
proving theft, an ethical 
analysis can say that 
guardian + prophet + 
prospective husband 
constituted an unacceptable 
conflict of interest. 

weaker for claims 
that Smith 
personally stole 
the entire 
inheritance. Keep 
those distinct. 

10. Independent 
people become 
threats rather 
than legitimate 
equals 

Oliver Cowdery, William 
Law and others who 
moved from loyal 
associates to serious 
critics eventually 
became institutional 
enemies. Your present 
NPD section explicitly 
interprets this as 
aggression toward 
threats.  

Disagreement 
with Smith could 
end not merely a 
friendship but 
one's religious 
standing and 
social place in 
the movement. 

Salerno's observation is 
particularly apt: narcissistic 
leadership has difficulty 
sustaining reciprocal 
relationships with people 
who retain independent 
judgment. 

Strong pattern, but 
I would replace 
“Smith could not 
coexist with any 
strong man” with 
the more defensible 
“Smith repeatedly 
entered severe 
conflict with 
formerly close 
associates who 
asserted 
independent 
judgment.” 

11. William Law 
as the decisive 
case of 
uncontrollability 

Law rose to counselor in 
the First Presidency, 
opposed Smith's plural-
marriage practices and 
other policies, broke 
with him, participated in 
the Reform Church, and 
helped establish the 
Nauvoo Expositor. Your 
Statement makes Law 
central to the Lawrence 
and sexual-abuse 
argument.  

A formerly 
trusted insider 
became an 
existential 
political and 
reputational 
threat once he 
ceased 
submitting. 

Law beautifully illustrates 
Salerno's question: What 
happens when the 
narcissistically organized 
leader discovers that 
another person can no 
longer be controlled? 

Extremely strong 
as a 
control/conflict 
case. The alleged 
proposition to Jane 
Law should remain 
separately 
identified as 
contested rather 
than necessary to 
the argument. 

12. Nauvoo 
Expositor: image 

The Expositor published 
one issue criticizing 

Criticism was not 
answered only 

This may be your single 
strongest example of 

Extremely strong. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

management 
becomes 
coercive state 
action 

Smith, plural marriage 
and Nauvoo political 
power. Smith, as mayor, 
participated in the City 
Council process 
declaring it a nuisance 
and then personally 
issued the order 
directing destruction of 
its press, type and 
papers. The Joseph 
Smith Papers 
documents this directly.  

with argument; 
governmental 
power was used 
to eliminate the 
means of 
publication. The 
resulting legal 
crisis led directly 
toward Carthage. 

Salerno's “image repair 
rather than injury repair.” 
When uncontrollable 
criticism exposed damaging 
information, suppression 
displaced persuasion. 

13. Public image 
versus private 
plural marriage 

The Church 
acknowledges that 
plural marriage was 
introduced confidentially 
and that public 
statements denounced 
“polygamy” while leaving 
undisclosed what 
insiders understood as 
authorized celestial 
plural marriage.  

Ordinary 
members and 
outsiders lacked 
the information 
necessary to 
evaluate Smith's 
actual conduct. 

Impression management. 
Salerno's formulation—
wanting not necessarily to 
be good but to be perceived 
as good—is highly relevant, 
although subjective motive 
cannot be proven. 

Very strong 
evidence for 
concealment; 
motive inferential. 

14. Grandiosity 
and 
accumulation of 
exceptional roles 

Prophet, President of the 
Church, Mayor of 
Nauvoo, Lieutenant 
General of the Nauvoo 
Legion, U.S. presidential 
candidate, and presiding 
figure in the Council of 
Fifty. The Nauvoo Legion 
really did make Smith its 
lieutenant general, and 
Illinois's governor 
commissioned him. 
Smith also became a 
presidential candidate in 
1844.  

Religious, civic, 
military and 
eventually 
national-political 
aspirations 
converged 
around the same 
person. 

Grandiosity and expansion 
of personal domain. No title 
by itself proves narcissism; 
the cumulative pattern is 
what matters. 

Strong as 
cumulative 
evidence, not 
diagnostic proof. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

15. “Prophet, 
Priest & King” 

Here I would correct your 
current “King of the 
World” wording. The 
Council of Fifty minutes 
record an April 11, 1844 
motion receiving Smith 
“henceforth and forever” 
as “Prophet, Priest & 
King,” which passed 
unanimously. The Joseph 
Smith Papers cautions 
that this language 
existed within a 
millennial/religious 
context and is not 
equivalent to proving 
Smith literally crowned 
himself political 
monarch of the planet.  

It elevated Smith 
symbolically far 
beyond ordinary 
ecclesiastical 
office and 
reinforced his 
exceptional 
identity among 
loyal insiders. 

Excellent evidence of 
grandiose self-conception 
and sacralized superiority, 
provided we do not overstate 
what “King” meant. 

Very strong if 
precisely phrased. 

16. “I have more 
to boast of than 
any man” 

Your current section 
uses Smith's claim that 
he had more to boast of 
than any man and had 
kept a church together 
unlike previous religious 
founders.  

The prophet 
makes his own 
unique 
achievement 
part of the 
religious story. 

This is unusually direct 
evidence for self-appraisal 
and exceptionalism, 
although nineteenth-century 
rhetorical style deserves 
allowance. 

Strong, especially 
when paired with 
behavior rather than 
used alone. 

17. Kirtland 
Safety Society: 
confidence, risk 
and 
exceptionalism 

After efforts to obtain a 
bank charter failed, the 
institution was 
reorganized and 
conducted banking 
services without a 
charter. The Joseph 
Smith Papers calls it an 
unauthorized or 
unchartered bank; Smith 
served as treasurer, and 
he and Sidney Rigdon 
were later found liable 
under the applicable 

Followers and 
investors were 
exposed to a 
collapsing 
financial 
enterprise during 
the Panic-era 
economy, 
contributing to 
disaffection and 
broken 
confidence. 

Relevant to risk-taking, 
confidence, self-
exemption and willingness 
to involve followers in 
ambitious 
personal/institutional 
schemes. But financial 
failure itself is not evidence 
of NPD. 

Moderate 
psychological 
evidence; strong 
historical 
evidence. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

Ohio banking statute and 
fined.  

18. Martin Harris: 
another person's 
assets placed 
behind Smith's 
project 

Harris mortgaged his 
farm to guarantee the 
$3,000 printing cost and 
ultimately sold 151 acres 
to satisfy it. The Church 
openly acknowledges 
this. There was an 
agreement allowing 
Harris to sell books until 
he recovered the printing 
costs.  

Harris—not 
Smith—
ultimately 
absorbed the 
enormous 
property 
sacrifice that 
made the first 
edition possible. 

Relevant to a recurring 
theme: Smith's projects 
often depended upon 
extraordinary sacrifices by 
followers. But I would not 
write that Smith simply 
“borrowed the money and 
never repaid Harris”; the 
actual arrangement was 
more complicated. 

Strong evidence of 
follower sacrifice; 
weak evidence by 
itself of 
narcissism. 

19. Treasure seer 
at twenty: early 
rehearsal of 
charismatic 
special 
knowledge 

In 1826 Smith appeared 
before Albert Neely 
because he had been 
employed using a stone 
to locate hidden 
treasure. The surviving 
docket account has 
Smith acknowledging 
that he had used the 
stone to identify 
supposed buried 
treasures and lost 
property.  

Adults were 
persuaded that a 
young man 
possessed 
inaccessible 
knowledge worth 
employing. 

Here your idea is fascinating 
but needs careful wording. 
Rather than saying the 
proceeding caused him to 
become a preacher, say 
treasure seeking may have 
served as an early 
apprenticeship in 
charismatic authority: 
claiming privileged access to 
invisible information, 
eliciting belief, managing 
disappointment, and 
interpreting unseen realities 
for others. 

Historically strong; 
psychological 
connection is an 
inference. 

20. Repeated 
legal conflict 

Smith's life involved 
recurrent litigation, 
arrests and 
confrontations in New 
York, Ohio, Missouri and 
Illinois. Yet many 
charges arose amid 
genuine religious 
persecution and political 
hostility, and the Joseph 
Smith Papers notes that 
known criminal 

Constant legal 
conflict 
intensified the 
group's siege 
mentality and 
Smith's claims 
that hostile 
outsiders were 
persecuting 
God's chosen 
people. 

Useful not as “criminality 
proves narcissism,” but as a 
possible pattern of 
exceptionalism: ordinary 
authorities repeatedly 
experienced as illegitimate 
when they impeded 
Smith's purposes. 

Moderate. 
Requires careful 
case-by-case 
treatment. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

convictions are scarce 
and the 1826 outcome 
itself is disputed.  

21. John Corrill: 
democratic 
accountability 
versus 
charismatic 
supremacy 

Corrill's early history 
preserves an important 
ideal: church officials 
were servants of the 
church, power remained 
in the body of members, 
and officers could be 
removed if they failed the 
church. Corrill 
eventually broke with 
Smith and Mormon 
political-military 
developments in 
Missouri. 

It reveals an 
alternative 
Mormon 
possibility: 
authority 
delegated 
upward by 
consenting 
members rather 
than divine 
authority 
descending 
through one 
indispensable 
leader. 

I would use Corrill primarily 
as a moral contrast, not a 
diagnostic datum. Corrill 
exposes the conflict 
between accountable 
authority and charismatic 
supremacy. 

Strong 
conceptually; only 
moderate as direct 
NPD evidence. 

22. Control 
transformed from 
behavior into 
ritual 

This is where your Exit 
Statement becomes 
much more original. You 
argue that the Law of 
Obedience is the 
keystone, followed by 
Sacrifice, Gospel, 
Chastity and 
Consecration as 
progressively broader 
claims upon will, 
judgment, body, time 
and resources. 
Elsewhere you state that 
Obedience makes the 
individual a “managed 
subject” and that later 
covenants rest upon the 
initial surrender.  

What began as 
Smith's 
interpersonal 
requirement—
trust me, believe 
me, follow me, 
accept what I tell 
you God 
requires—
becomes 
reproducible 
without Smith 
physically 
present. 

Institutionalization of the 
founder's relational style. 
This is the most 
consequential row in the 
whole matrix. 

Very strong as your 
ethical thesis; 
psychological 
causation is 
interpretive. 

23. Submission 
becomes virtue 

Your temple analysis 
identifies the 
transformation: 

The follower can 
learn to distrust 
conscience 

This is precisely what 
Salerno describes when 
equality disappears and one 

Central theoretical 
connection. 
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Salerno / 
narcissistic-
authoritarian 
pattern 

Joseph Smith behavior 
or episode 

Human 
consequence 

Psychological 
interpretation 

Evidentiary 
strength 

individual reluctance is 
no longer necessarily a 
moral warning; 
willingness to submit 
becomes evidence of 
faithfulness. Sacrifice 
then expands what 
obedience has 
established.  

when it conflicts 
with claimed 
divine authority. 

party expects another to 
accept a subordinate 
position. 

24. Smith's 
enduring legacy: 
control no longer 
requires Smith 

Your Statement 
expressly links Smith's 
“well-honed 
mechanisms of control 
and Obedience” with the 
temple institution that 
outlived him.  

Generations who 
never met Joseph 
Smith can 
nevertheless 
enter a moral 
architecture in 
which 
obedience, 
sacrifice and 
consecration are 
formally 
covenanted. 

The founder's personality 
need not literally be 
inherited by successors. The 
institution can preserve 
behavioral incentives 
created by the founder. 

This should be 
your culminating 
argument. 

 

 

--- The End --- 
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