
 Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday Aug 16,2026, 2:30 PM 

At Smiths Marketplace,1370 W 200 N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn right, take the up 
staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn right on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides 
passing the lockers to the conference room entrance on the right. Contact: Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson, 
858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

All links from Invitations. (377 Members) 

Our purposes: when leaving Mormonism, 
people often find that they no longer have 
community or support. Our goal is to provide 
support for each other and to build 
community. So, whether you are a member, or 
left the church recently, or have been out for 
years, or were never Mormon but are looking 
for community, come and socialize with us 
and share your story. 

We assist anyone wishing to resign their Church 

membership or post their own Exit Statement. 

Recommend www.wasmormon.org. 

“The Grand Deception”  Art Carpenter’s comparison, line-by-line, teachings of the King James Version of 

the New Testament against LDS doctrines.” Note: Art’s work is always found here: All links from Invitations 
Full Exit Statement of Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson 

2026-08-16 Invitation Kirtland Bank 

In November 1836 the “audible voice of God” instructed Joseph Smith to establish a bank1. However, the Ohio 

State legislature refused the Kirtland Safety Society a charter upon which the bank was founded anyway, changing 

its name to the "Kirtland Safety Society Anti-Banking Company." It was unlawful, but worse, Joseph Smith and 

Sidney Rigdon were incompetent bankers. There was never the slightest chance that the Kirtland anti-bank 

company could succeed. It could “scarcely have suffered a more devastating blow” than was administered to it 

by its founders. Rather than a modest project befitting its 

relative worth and ability to pay, Smith launched a gigantic 

company nearly half the size (4.0/9.3) of all the banks in Ohio. 

At first the bank notes circulated wildly. However, within 

months the bank became insolvent when merchants and 

businessmen who were more sophisticated than the Mormons 

began to redeem their notes. The toppling of the Kirtland anti-

bank2 loosed a hornets' nest which as a side effect, caused the 

 
1 Audible revelation: Joseph Smith's Kirtland Bank Failure. ⌂ 
2 Wikipedia - Kirtland Safety Society ⌂ Robert Kent Fielding historian: “As it was projected, there was never the slightest chance that 

the Kirtland Safety Society anti-Banking Company could succeed. Even though their economy was in jeopardy, it could scarcely have 

suffered such a devastating blow as that which they were themselves preparing to administer to it. ... The Safety Society proposed no 

modest project befitting its relative worth and ability to pay. Its organizers launched, instead, a gigantic company capitalized at four 

million dollars, when the entire capitalization of all the banks in the state of Ohio was only nine and one third million. Such 

presumption could not have escaped the notice of bankers who would have been led to examine its capital structure more closely. ...” 

Episode I - P: Joseph Smith's Legal Battles Laid Out! ⌂ (15:29) An Ex-Mormon Informant 
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great Kirtland apostasy of Smith’s Church followers. Creditors swarmed in upon Smith armed with threats and 

warrants3. In April 1837 Joseph went into hiding without seeing Emma before he left. (Mormon Enigma, pp. 62) 

The blame for the bank failure and investor loses fell squarely on Smith. He had issued a formal invitation to his 

followers to take stock in the venture and the institution had been organized outside the law. Joseph Smith and 

Sidney Rigdon were tried in court for violating the law, found guilty, and fined $1,000. 

 

 

 

--- The End --- 
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