Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday July 26,2026, 10:30 AM at Smiths Marketplace,1370 W 200
N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn right, take the up staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn
right on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides passing the lockers to the conference room
entrance on the right. Contact: Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson, 858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com

All links from Invitations. (376 Members)

Our purposes: when leaving Mormonism,
people often find that they no longer have

community or support. Our goal is to provide & n e B Examining the Temple System
support for each other and to build o Rl ©'2ims Behind it
community. So, whether you are a member, or S ' e
left the church recently, or have been out for = . R Vestigating Truth, Narrative, and Evidence

years, or were never Mormon but are looking
for community, come and socialize with us
and share your story.

We assist anyone wishing to resign their Church
membership or post their own Exit Statement.
Recommend www.wasmormon.org.

“The Grand Deception” Art Carpenter’s comparison, line-by-line, teachings of the King James Version of
the New Testament against LDS doctrines.” Note: Art’s work is always found here: All links from Invitations
Full Exit Statement of Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson

2026-07-26 Invitation: William Law, Jane Law, and the Nauvoo Expositor

Link: Marrying Wealthy Orphans
Maria and Sarah Lawrence: Guardianship, Conflict of Interest, and the $8,000 Inheritance
Nancy Rigdon: Religious Authority and the Limits of Consent

William Law was among Joseph Smith's closest and most trusted associates. A successful Canadian convert, Law
served as Second Counselor in the First Presidency, placing him at the highest levels of Church leadership.
Initially a devoted supporter of Joseph Smith, Law gradually became alarmed by Smith's secret introduction of
plural marriage and what he regarded as an increasing pattern of deception and abuse of ecclesiastical authority.

Law's opposition was not based upon rumor or distant observation. It became deeply personal.

According to both William and Jane Law, Joseph Smith privately approached Jane Law,
William's wife, and proposed that she become one of his plural wives. Jane firmly rejected
the proposal. Joseph reportedly attempted to persuade her by suggesting that she could
continue living with William while giving a portion of her affection and marital relationship
to him, assuring her that she could "give half your love to your husband and the other half
to me." Jane refused, viewing the proposal as both morally and spiritually unacceptable.

For William Law, the incident represented a profound betrayal of personal trust. Joseph
Smith was not merely the President of the Church but also a close friend, ecclesiastical
leader, and colleague in the First Presidency. The proposal to Jane transformed Law's
concerns about plural marriage from an abstract theological disagreement into a deeply
personal violation involving his own family.
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At approximately the same time, Law also became aware of Joseph Smith's relationships with the Lawrence
sisters. As a surety on Joseph Smith's guardianship bond, Law bore personal legal responsibility for the proper
administration of the orphaned sisters' inheritance. Smith's decision to secretly marry Maria and Sarah Lawrence
while serving as their legal guardian convinced Law that Joseph had crossed fundamental ethical boundaries by
combining prophetic authority, fiduciary responsibility, and personal interests in ways that created an intolerable
conflict of interest.

Taken together, the proposal to Jane Law and the Lawrence sisters' guardianship convinced William Law that
Joseph Smith's secret practice of plural marriage was incompatible with both Christian morality and honest
leadership. These events became central reasons for Law's break with Joseph Smith.

In June 1844, William Law joined several other dissenters
in publishing the Nauvoo Expositor. The newspaper
criticized Joseph Smith's secret plural marriages,
concentration of political and ecclesiastical power, and
suppression of dissent. Rather than answering these
accusations through public discussion or legal action for
libel, Joseph Smith, acting as mayor of Nauvoo, declared
the newspaper a public nuisance and ordered its printing
press destroyed.

The destruction of the Nauvoo Expositor became the immediate catalyst for Joseph Smith's arrest on charges of
riot. The resulting chain of events led to his incarceration in Carthage Jail, where he and his brother Hyrum were
killed by a mob on June 27, 1844.

Ethical Significance

William Law's experience illustrates how Joseph Smith's secret practice of plural marriage repeatedly damaged
relationships built upon personal trust. Like Sidney Rigdon, whose daughter Nancy rejected Smith's proposal,
Law discovered that his confidence in Joseph Smith had been violated through an approach to his own wife.
Coupled with the ethical conflicts surrounding the Lawrence sisters, these events convinced one of Joseph Smith's
closest associates that prophetic authority had become subordinated to personal ambition. The Nauvoo Expositor
was therefore not the work of distant critics but of trusted insiders who believed they had witnessed serious abuses
of ecclesiastical power firsthand.

--- The End



