
 Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday July 19,2026, 2:30 PM at Smiths Marketplace,1370 W 200 
N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn right, take the up staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn 
right on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides passing the lockers to the conference room 
entrance on the right. Contact: Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson, 858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

All links from Invitations. (375 Members) 

Our purposes: when leaving Mormonism, 
people often find that they no longer have 
community or support. Our goal is to provide 
support for each other and to build 
community. So, whether you are a member, or 
left the church recently, or have been out for 
years, or were never Mormon but are looking 
for community, come and socialize with us 
and share your story. 

We assist anyone wishing to resign their Church 

membership or post their own Exit Statement. 

Recommend www.wasmormon.org. 

“The Grand Deception”  Art Carpenter’s new comparison, line-by-line, teachings of the King James Version 

of the New Testament against LDS doctrines.” Note: Art’s work is always found here: All links from Invitations 
Full Exit Statement of Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson 

2026-07-19 Invitation: The Woman Who Exposed Joseph Smith 
In 1945, Fawn McKay Brody1, penned a biography of Joseph Smith, No Man Knows My History, revealing a 

man driven by human desires, a treasure digger, a practitioner of 

polygamy, and a charismatic leader whose story was far different than 

the church admitted. She portrayed Joseph Smith not as a divinely 

inspired prophet, but as a pious fraud, a charismatic, brilliant, and 

deeply flawed man from rural New York, who evolved over time from 

a treasure digging con artist to founder of a religion who, caught in his 

own web of fabrications, began to believe his own stories. 

Brody was Mormon royalty. Her uncle was David O. McKay, who 

would later become the ninth president of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints. She grew up steeped in the faith, a true believer. 

But Brody was also a brilliant academic, a historian trained to follow 

evidence wherever it led. While studying at the University of Chicago, 

she decided to write her master's thesis on Joseph Smith. But she didn't 

just rely on the approved faith-promoting stories from the church. She 

dug deeper. She went into archives, read original documents, and 

analyzed sources that the church had either ignored or suppressed. She 

examined accounts from Smith's neighbors in Palmyra, New York. She 

studied court records from his treasure-digging days. She pieced 

 
1 Why Was Fawn Brodie Excommunicated? The Woman Who Exposed Joseph Smith ⌂ (8:47) Video by Mormon Deep Dive. Parts of 

this description derive from the video. 

Fawn McKay Brodie: A Biographer's Life Hardcover – October 1, 1999 by Newell G. Bringhurst 
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together timelines that didn't quite match the official church history. What started as an academic project became 

an obsession. The man she was uncovering was not the flawless prophet of her youth. The result of her years of 

research was the 1945 book No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith.  

 She laid out the evidence for his early involvement in folk magic and treasure-digging, using a seer stone to look 

for buried riches long before he claimed to use it to translate the Book of Mormon. She meticulously documented 

the origins of polygamy showing how Smith secretly married dozens of women, including some who were already 

married to other men, and even teenagers.  

The reaction from the LDS church was swift and severe. Brody's book was denounced from the pulpit. It was 

called Blasphemous, A Work of the Devil. Church leaders saw it as a direct attack on the foundations of their 

faith. If Joseph Smith wasn't who they said he was, then the entire structure of the church, the Book of Mormon, 

their priesthood authority, all came into question. They couldn't just ignore it. 

So, they put her on trial. In her absence, her local church leaders in Utah held a disciplinary counsel. They accused 

her of apostasy. Her crime was writing a history book, a book that presented evidence contradicting the church's 

narrative. Despite her pleas and her refusal to recant her historical findings, she was excommunicated in 1946, 

cast out from the community that had defined her entire life. 

 From the Tanner Bookstore (1970) to arrival of the internet (1990), the 

LDS church could not remain silent. It has quietly started to acknowledge 

many of the very things Fawn Brody was excommunicated for writing 

about. The church's own official website now has posted the Gospel Topics 

Essays discussing Joseph Smith's use of a seer stone for Book of Mormon 

translation. A fact Brody highlighted in 1945, they have published detailed 

articles about his practice of polygamy, confirming he had between thirty 

and forty wives, including a fourteen-year-old. They acknowledge his 

treasured digging past. The very anti-Mormon lies that got Fawn Brody 

kicked out of the church are now, in many cases, acknowledged as 

historical facts by the church itself.  

Since the Church has largely vindicated her research, why was she 

excommunicated for apostasy? She is a hero, a courageous truth-teller who 

paid a high price for her intellectual honesty. And for many, her book was 

the first time they realized there was a version of Church history backed 

by evidence that they had never been taught in Sunday school.  

She was a trailblazer who forced a religion to eventually reckon with its 

own past. Fawn Brody's story isn't just about Mormon history. It's a 

powerful story about the search for truth, the courage to question, and the high cost of challenging established 

power. The questions Fawn Brody raised in 1945 are still shaping the conversations about Mormonism today 

 

--- The End  
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