
 Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday June 21,2026, 2:30 PM at Smiths Marketplace,1370 W 200 
N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn right, take the up staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn 
right on the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides passing the lockers to the conference room 
entrance on the right. Contact: Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson, 858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

All links from Invitations. (378 Members) 

Our purposes: when leaving Mormonism, 
people often find that they no longer have 
community or support. Our goal is to provide 
support for each other and to build 
community. So, whether you are a member, or 
left the church recently, or have been out for 
years, or were never Mormon but are looking 
for community, come and socialize with us 
and share your story. 

We assist anyone wishing to resign their Church 

membership or post their own Exit Statement. 

Recommend www.wasmormon.org. 

“The Grand Deception”  Art Carpenter’s new comparison, line-by-line, teachings of the King James Version 

of the New Testament against LDS doctrines.” Note: Art’s work is always found here: All links from Invitations 
Full Exit Statement of Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson 

2026-06-21 Invitation: The great Mormon “Fallacy of Presumption1 ”   Moroni 10:4 

The famous Mormon “Fallacy of Presumption” is found in the Book of Mormon, Moroni 10:4  which states: 

"And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in 

the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, 

having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost." 

The verse creates a special rule for verifying truth—prayer and spiritual confirmation—which by their absence, 

dismisses other methods, such as historical, textual, or empirical analysis while presuming the Book is true. 

The use of logical fallacies in the BofM are manipulative which reflects poorly on it. Joseph Smith’s bad faith ⌂ 

(9:40) promise found in Book of Mormon (BofM) Moroni 10:4 is known as “begging the question” (circular 

reasoning) when the promise contains the very presumption (premise) being asked. When one prays for 

confirmation that the BofM is true, one’s prayer contains the answer to the question prayed about. 

Several fallacies of presumption exist in this passage (circular reasoning) that assumes the BofM is true in order 

to find out that it is true. Complying with these fallacies, one either gets the desired confirmation or one is guilty 

of insufficient faith. 

This shifts the burden of proof onto the individual rather than the claim 

itself. If someone does not receive the confirmation, the fallback explanation 

according to this instruction is that they lacked sincerity, real intent, or 

faith—making the claim unfalsifiable.  

 
1 Recognizing Fallacies of Presumption. Identifying or rejecting the "premise of the question" exposes the fallacy. 

    Richard Packham - "Truth Will Prevail: All About Proof, Evidence, Fallacies and Lies", (web site). 
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First, when presented with the Moroni 10:4 promise, one must detect the hidden presumption in one’s prayer 

(according to the passage) that the BofM is true. 

Second, one must detect the false dilemma that only prayers asked properly 

(sincerely, with faith, and real intent) can confirm it. If someone does not receive 

confirmation, the implied explanations are either that they did not ask in the right 

way. However, an equally logical conclusion could be that the Book of Mormon 

is false.  

By making “faith” a required condition, the promise is constructed not allowing 

for the conclusion that the book is false because the presumption is that one has 

not asked sincerely with “real intent with faith in Christ” absent a confirmation. 

The passage makes the book unfalsifiable because any failure is the seeker’s fault. 

Third, the passage fails to disclose that the book’s truthfulness can be determined 

by other means such as historical, textual2, or empirical analysis. For example, the book purports to be a history 

of a Jewish family (Lehi) departing Jerusalem 600 BCE to populate an empty new world, the Americas. This 

claim can be empirically verified by testing whether Lamanite (Native American) DNA3 is Middle Eastern, or 

archeologically whether the Americas were empty in 600 BCE. Such methods are available now, but not in 

Smith’s Day. 

The final presumptions are that there is a God and that God answers prayers.  

Attorneys high in Church leadership such as Howard W. Hunter, D. Todd Christofferson or Dallin H. Oaks in 

their legal schooling are trained to recognize such fallacies. Their spreading the use of logical fallacies such as 

Moroni 10:4 by Church Missionaries, speak poorly of their intellectual integrity4. 

The presence of these fallacies is itself evidentiary. Logical fallacies do not arise from nowhere; they are 

constructed. The pattern found in Moroni 10:4—presumption, circularity, burden-shifting, and immunity from 

disconfirmation—is the sort of reasoning employed by Joseph Smith5 the treasure seeking “seer” who 

successfully persuaded clients and later faithful tithe payers toward his desired outcome. The passage sounds like 

an advocate arguing for a conclusion rather than a teacher seeking the truth wherever it leads. 

For this reason, the passage functions as a "tell." It reads less like divine instruction for discovering truth and 

more like a human attempt to secure agreement while insulating the claim from criticism, intending to convert 

agreement into commitment. 

--- The End --- 

 
2 Chris Johnson's presentation, "How the Book of Mormon Destroyed Mormonism,"(1:21:12) ⌂ (24min:30sec) delivered at the 2013 

Ex-Mormon Conference, critically examines the origins of the Book of Mormon by analyzing its textual similarities to early 19th-

century publications. Johnson employed statistical models to compare the Book of Mormon's text with contemporary works, notably 

"The Late War Between the United States and Great Britain" (1816) by Gilbert J. Hunt. His analysis shows significant parallels, 

implying that the Book of Mormon was drawn from existing literature of that era. That it reflects the cultural and literary school work 

Joseph Smith studied. 
3 DNA Genealogies of American Indians and the Book of Mormon, Simon Southerton, March 17, 2000, Native Americans 

(Lamanites) are not descended from Israelites. 
4 Concealing Evidence (1:54) in the Essays - Polyandry buried three layers down in a footnote. 
5 Smith’s Happiness Letter5⌂ to 19-year-old Nancy Rigdon demonstrates the manipulation. It may make you feel extremely 

uncomfortable, but that discomfort is not Satan trying to lead you away: It's the realization that what Joseph Smith did as prophet to 

entice young women to marry and have sex with him is no different than what other sexual predators have done throughout our history 

in the name of God. 
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