
Davis County Ex-Mormon’s - No meetup Sunday Nov 30, 2025 

For one-on-one about Mormonism: you are invited to call or meet over the Holliday: 
Contact: Francis Nelson Henderson, 858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

All links from Invitations. 

      News: Sister Missionary age lowered to 18 

The Church recently lowered the minimum age for female missionaries to 18 (as of Nov. 21, 2025), placing 
even younger women—fresh out of high school—into a system that requires them to withhold the truth 
from investigators. The moral problem is obvious: no organization should hide essential obligations until 
after conversion. LDS missionaries teach that baptism is the gateway to salvation, but they do not disclose that 
actual LDS exaltation requires temple ordinances: endowment, garment covenants, tithing compliance, and temple 
marriage. This is a long-standing institutional sin of omission, and it denies converts the informed consent 
they deserve. 

One must admire, in a grim way, the efficiency of the Mormon missionary system. It has perfected the art 
of conversion by selective disclosure—a kind of theological bait-and-switch. The missionaries cheerfully 
announce that baptism is the glorious entrance into God’s kingdom, but they somehow forget to mention 
that this is merely the first rung on a very tall ladder festooned with rituals, covenants, and clothing 
requirements that would bewilder any reasonable adult. 

What they do not say is that true salvation in Mormonism requires secret 
ceremonies, ritual oaths, the lifelong wearing of special undergarments, 
compulsory tithing, the endorsement of male ecclesiastical authority, 
and a temple marriage without which your eternity will be downgraded to 
a cosmic Motel 6. 

These are not small details. They are the whole point of the religion. And 
yet they are withheld. 

The most charitable explanation is incompetence. The more realistic 
explanation is strategy. The Church knows—of course it knows—that if it 
disclosed the full package up front, the baptismal numbers would fall 
faster than tithing revenues in a recession. So, the missionaries offer the 
spiritual equivalent of a free sample, while the fine print of eternal 
obligation is reserved for after you’ve joined, paid, and surrendered your 
autonomy. 

And now, in a stroke of institutional brilliance, the Church has decided to lower the minimum age for 
sister missionaries to 18, sending barely-adult young women, fresh out of high school, into the world as 
the delivery mechanism for this omission. It is difficult to think of a more transparent admission that the 
Church prefers its missionaries young, uncritical, and obedient—before they have had time to develop the 
inconvenient habit of asking moral questions. 

Imagine any other institution operating this way. A university that hides graduation requirements until after 
enrollment would be sued. A business that withheld contractual obligations would be shut down. A 
medical professional who concealed risks would lose their license. But the LDS Church, with its smooth 
assurances and well-practiced euphemisms, calls this “milk before meat,” as if infantilizing converts 
somehow absolves the lie. 
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Let us call things by their proper names. This is not a misunderstanding. It is not a pastoral kindness. It is 
fraud by omission, morally indistinguishable from any other scheme that hides essential obligations until 
after commitment. And the missionaries—young, sincere, and utterly unaware—are merely the foot 
soldiers. The responsibility lies squarely with the Brethren who designed, approved, and maintained this 
system across generations. 

They have built a religion in which obedience is mandatory, but honesty is optional—and they have the 
audacity to preach morality while practicing concealment. 

One of the more astonishing features of Mormonism is that for converts and for those born into the 
Church, this religion sells itself on the installment plan. These Sister missionaries present baptism as a 
complete and joyous entrance into the faith—clean, simple, almost charming. What they do not say is 
that baptism is merely the down payment on a far more baroque scheme of rituals, oaths, and obedience 
that would make a medieval bishop blush. 

The conclusion cannot be escaped that this sin of omission is intentional. The Church knows perfectly 
well that if investigators were told, up front, that true salvation requires secret ceremonies, ritual 
clothing, lifelong garment-wearing, mandatory tithing, vows of obedience to male authority, and a 
marriage ritual without which God will downgrade your eternal accommodations—they might think twice. 
So, the Church does not tell them. It waits until after they are baptized, socially entangled, and financially 
contributing. Only then does the curtain lift. In medicine it would be malpractice. In law it would void the 
contract. In human relationships it would be recognized as manipulation of the vulnerable. But in 
Mormonism it is justified with the oleaginous phrase “milk before meat,” as if infantilizing converts 
somehow cleanses the ethical stain. 

And let us be clear: this is not the blunder of innocent missionaries. They are foot soldiers acting out a 
script. The responsibility rests with the men who wrote the script—the hierarchy that has known for 
generations that the full truth would scare people away, and so conspired to withhold it. It is one of the 
most enduring sins of omission in modern religious history: the calculated decision that “the Lord’s 
chosen” may lie by silence in order to keep the baptismal numbers up. 

It is the very definition of bad faith. 
 

--- The End --- 

 


