
Davis County Ex-Mormon meetup Sunday Nov 16, 2025, 2:30 PM 

All links from Invitations. 

How to Find us: Sunday Nov 16, 2025 meetup is 2:30 PM at Smiths 
Marketplace, 1370 W 200 N, Kaysville, UT 84037. Entering Smith's turn 
right, take the up staircase on the right side of Starbucks, turn right on 
the 2nd floor at the top of the stairs, take 10 strides passing the lockers 
to the conference room entrance on the right. Contact: Francis 
‘Nelson’ Henderson, 858-668-6943, francisnh12@gmail.com 

Our purposes: First, when leaving Mormonism, people often find that 
they no longer have community or support. Our goal is to provide 
support for each other and to build community. So, whether you are a 
member, or left the church recently, or have been out for years, or were 
never Mormon but are looking for community, come and socialize with 
us and share your story. 

Secondly, we uncover the fallacies, deception, and misinformation employed by the LDS Church to gain 
control over our lives. 

      Invitation: “Trusting Church Leaders to Always Tell the Truth”1 Apostle Dallin Oaks 

“Honesty, Authority, and the Oaks Doctrine: What Do Church Leaders Owe Their Members?”2 
At this Sunday’s Meetup, we will examine one of the most revealing statements ever made by a modern 
LDS Apostle. Dallin H. Oaks once declared that:  

“Everything may be sacrificed… If Mormon Enigma is detrimental to the reputation of Joseph 
Smith, it is necessary to limit its influence.”3 

This statement is not a footnote—it is a window into how Church leaders understand truth, loyalty, 
authority, and their duty to the membership. 

What We Will Explore: 

1. Why Oaks Believes Institutional Survival Overrides Honesty 

We will explore how Oaks’ worldview places the Church’s reputation above the individual’s right to truth. 
According to his own words, accurate history may be restricted if it threatens institutional faith. 

2. How This Ethic Originates in Joseph Smith 

We will examine how Joseph Smith’s methods—using feelings to validate truth, discouraging criticism, 
and ritualizing obedience—created the moral framework Oaks continues today. 

3. Why This Is an Ethical Violation of Trust 

 
1 Trusting Church Leaders to Always Tell the Truth – Oaks, Packer, Nelson, Richards, Lee, Hinckley 
2 Honesty: Duty of Candor — Negligence and Dereliction of Duty 
3 Apostle Dallin Oaks, footnote 28, Inside the Mind of Joseph Smith: Psychobiography and the Book of Mormon, Introduction p. 
xliii 
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When leaders ask for absolute trust, tithing, obedience, and emotional investment, they incur an 
equivalent duty to be honest. To knowingly restrict truthful information breaks this duty. It is not 
harmless. It is not accidental. It is institutional policy. 

4. The Role of Self-Deception Among Leaders 

We will discuss how leaders—especially those trained in law, like Oaks—use spiritual feelings to justify 
actions that would otherwise be understood as deception. 

5. Why This Matters for Members Today 

The consequences of institutional suppression are significant: 

• Members cannot make informed faith decisions. 

• Criticism is stigmatized as disloyal or sinful. 

• Leaders become insulated from accountability. 

• Members experience betrayal when they later discover the full record. 

Why This Discussion Is Important 

If we are to understand the moral landscape of contemporary LDS leadership—particularly under 
President Oaks—we must examine the beliefs that justify suppressing truth in the name of faith.4 

Our discussion will explore whether a religious institution can ethically demand absolute trust while 
practicing selective honesty, and what this tension means for individuals seeking integrity, transparency, 
and spiritual autonomy. 

You are invited to join us for an open, respectful, and evidence-based discussion. Bring your thoughts, 
experiences, and questions. 

  

 
4 Invitation to President Oaks to Reconsider The Ethics of Obedience 

https://www.fnhenderson.us/pdf/2025-10-19-InvitationToPresidentOaksAndTheEthicsOfObedience.pdf


 

https://wasmormon.org/ “I was a Mormon”  

Stories – Faith Journey Memoirs 

Hosting stories of faith deconstruction, crisis, and transition out of the Mormon church. Consider creating your 
own profile and adding your own story to the growing collection. We’re on a mission to destigmatize doubt and 
normalize those who leave the church by providing a platform for all of us to tell our own story – if we don’t share it, 
they will. What you have learned about Mormonism? What broke your shelf? Where are you now and how did you 
get there? wasmormon.org is the new mormon.org, patterned after the old one where we used to share. 

Latest Profile Updates 

Telling your story and learning about others’ experiences are both therapeutic and cathartic. Be part of improving 
the harmful stigma around doubt in LDS culture and your own healing. Check out these latest profiles – they speak 
for themselves: 

Shay ArtC

butpacker47

https://wasmormon.org/
https://wasmormon.org/login/
https://wasmormon.org/login/
https://wasmormon.org/about/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/shay/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/artc/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/artc/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/butpacker47/


Shawn wemb1995 truthfinder23

shanecor23 Ally

Tim9402 Shaylee

INTHEWIND Doug 

https://wasmormon.org/profile/shawn/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/wemb1995/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/truthfinder23/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/truthfinder23/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/shanecor23/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/exmo-in-flames/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/exmo-in-flames/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/tim9402/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/sippinginmywild/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/sippinginmywild/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/inthewind/
https://wasmormon.org/profile/doug/


View All Profiles 

Random Profile 

Each of us has an important, interesting, and valid story. Participate and share your feelings, beliefs, and 
experiences with the community. It’s easy: just register, optionally upload an image and/or video, write a little 
about yourself and your journey. There are even prompts to follow. Come back to it later to add more or change it as 
needed. Share it with those you want to see it and stand proudly with others. Learn more about this 
site’s mission or browse contributed answers to specific questions. 

 

ReThinking Mormonism, Web site by Dean Andrew Derhak 

https://web.archive.org/web/20120419040607/http://www.i4m.com/think/ 
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 Introduction to Rethinking Mormonism 

 LDS Bishop's Open Letter to Elder Holland 

A Former LDS Bishop responds to Holland's call for conformity in the 

church 

(If you're only going to read one thing here, this is it!) 

 Trusting Church Leaders to Always Tell the Truth 

Church leaders explain why honesty is not always the best policy 

 Basic Truths Most Members Don't Know 

Why do most members not know these basic details? 

 Mormons must believe the Book of Mormon is true 

You can't be a faithful member and reject the historicity of the Book of 

Mormon 

 No Compromising Joseph Smith's First Vision 

You can't be a faithful member and reject the historicity of the First Vision 

 Mormon Tithing and LDS Scripture 

Paying a proper tithe, according to LDS scripture and official church policy 

Introduction | LDS History | LDS Leaders | Mormon Temples 

Mormon Sexuality | Commentaries | Church Parables | Useful Lists 

Recovery | Joseph Smith Polygamy | Related Links 

 

Unless otherwise stated, this page is in the public domain. Right and Use Info 
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